
Sierra Leadership Network Curriculum: Month 1, Year 1

Participation in the Sierra Leadership Network (SLN) is a process of adult learning. It is the
responsibility of the participant to do their assignments and seek out the necessary accountability.
It is the responsibility of the participant to schedule time with their mentor, not the other way
around. Here is a checklist of this month’s exercises and space for comments. All useful
generated materials should be placed in your Sierra Leadership Network binder. The mentor will
look over the exercises and be given opportunity to add their own comments. Be sure you take
your binder to the quarterly meetings at Granite Springs Church to also be available to the SLN
directors. 

Month 1, Year 1

Date Completed 

____/____/______ Pentateuch Reading Exercise:
Mentor Comments:

____/____/______ Pentateuch Biblical Interpretation Exercise:
Mentor Comments

____/____/______ Calling Exercise
Mentor Comments

____________________________ _____________________________
Participant Signature Mentor Signature



Biblical Interpretation: Understanding the Pentateuch

Reading instructions: 
• Read as much of the book as possible in each sitting. You will gain greater understanding of

the book by reading larger sections rather than smaller ones. 
• Find a different Bible translation from what you normally use to do these readings. Select a

translation rather than a paraphrase (consult your mentor if you want some guidance about
the difference.) If you personally use the NIV, try reading in an RSV. You can likely find an
old copy for nothing somewhere.

• Note word repetitions, thematic structures, etc. as you read. If something seems “out of
place”, spend a few moments reflecting on what might be going on. Many people find it
helpful to keep a journal while they read to jot down notes and comments for later reflection.

• Answer as many of the following questions without the aid of study bibles or commentaries.
Once you are satisfied that you have thought through the answer, check some of your findings
with a study bible or commentary.  Review these answers with your mentor and discuss them.

1. In one sentence, state the theme of the book (or at least the part you read). State two or three
other themes that compete in your mind for the main theme and defend your first choice.

2. Write a thematic outline of the book on one side of a sheet of paper. Keep your outline to one
side of a sheet. Each point should express the theme of the passage delineated, not just a
description of what happens.

3. What is the genre of this book? If the book uses multiple genres, delineate what is where.

4. How does this book fit into God’s plan of redemption? What does the kingdom of God look
like in this book? Do you see Jesus in this book? How and where?

5. Describe two or three new insights you gained after reading/studying this book that you could
use to create a sermon or a Bible study.

Read the whole book of Genesis, as many chapters at a sitting as you can.

Read the Exodus chapters 1 through 20, 23:20 to the end of chapter 24, 32 through 34, 39:32 to
the end.

Read the entire book of Numbers (skimming some of the legal sections)

Read Deuteronomy 1 through 11, chapter 29 through the end of the book.  



Pentateuch Biblical Interpretation: Interpreting a Passage

This exercise will help you learn how to faithfully interpret a particular Biblical passage for
purposes of teaching and preaching. Write a report on this process and share it with your mentor.

1. Select a passage from the Pentateuch that you imagine would be particularly good for a
sermon or Bible Study. Try to discern a literary unit (a group of chapters or verses that seem
to be a complete story and can stand on its own for a sermon or study.) 

2. Within this passage are there any verses that seem to articulate its central message? Write a
brief explanation, defense of your choice.

3. Make a structural outline of the passage you have selected. Note the role each particular area
plays in the thematic development of the entire passage. Write down a grammatical structure
for the central verse (s) of the passage. Note the subject, verb, predicate, participial phrases,
etc. Notice how this clarifies important thematic aspects of the passage answering questions
such as “Who is the primary actor, mover in this narrative? What is he/she trying to
accomplish? What does this say about the characters involved?”

4. Write down in one sentence the theme of the passage you have selected. What is it’s goal?
What need it is addressing? “Goal” and “need” are derived from the original context of the
passage. Do some background research into what these may have been?

5. Take some time to figure out how that literary unit works towards the larger theme of the
book. How does this passage advance the theme of the entire story? How does this passage
play into the larger history of redemption? Write down these observations and discuss them
with your mentor.

 



Calling Exercise:

Frederich Buechner once commented that calling is “the place where your deep gladness meets
the world’s deep need.” Write a reflective paper (one to five pages) on the world's deep need as
you feel it and how God is forming a deep gladness in you to meet it. In this paper tell the story
of your personal journey, your testimony, and why you believe God is calling you to leadership in
His church. It may be the case that your sense of calling is at this time by not means clear or
specific. That's fine. Discovering our vocation is a life long journey for many. Simply reflect on
what God has showed you this far and what you are learning about his gifts in you.
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