


Rescue me!

•What motivates most of our most 
earnest prayers? 

•Why do we worry? Get upset? Get 
anxious? 

•Who in this world does not need saving 
from something or someone at some 
time? 



Questions

•Who needs rescuing?

•What is the context of our rescuing?

•What is the pre-condition required for 
our rescuing?

•What must we ultimately be rescued 
from? 



Luke 8:40-42 (NRSV)
Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for 
they were all waiting for him. 



Crowd

•First they were anticipating, awaiting 
Jesus’ return

–Language echoes John the Baptist’s 
anticipation of Jesus, poor expectations

–What are they hoping for?



Luke 8:40-42 (NRSV)
Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for 
they were all waiting for him. Just then there came a 
man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at 
Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house, for he 
had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was 
dying. 



Who needs rescuing?
•In Luke there has been a strong theme that 

Jesus comes for the poor and oppressed of 
the world, but here is Jairus, part of a group 
that has been questioning, resisting and 
opposing Jesus

–Echoing the story of Jesus raising the widow’s son

–Much echoing of other stories in this one

•Should we ask “who needs rescuing” or “who 
thinks/knows they need rescuing?” 



Luke 8:40-42 (NRSV)
Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for 
they were all waiting for him. Just then there came a 
man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at 
Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house, for he 
had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was 
dying. As he went, the crowds pressed in on him.



Luke 8:40-42 (NRSV)
Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for 
they were all waiting for him. Just then there came a 
man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at 
Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house, for he 
had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was 
dying. As he went, the crowds pressed (Gk: choked) in 
on him.

Luke 8:7 (NRSV)
Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and 
choked it.

Acting out the Parable of the Sower
The crowd are the weeds attempting to choke 

Jesus, “the Word of God”



Luke 8:40-42 (NRSV)
Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for 
they were all waiting for him. Just then there came a 
man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at 
Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house, for he 
had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was 
dying. As he went, the crowds pressed (Gk: choked) in 
on him.

Luke 8:7 (NRSV)
Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and 
choked it.

What is the context of our 
rescuing?



Luke 8:43-48 (NRSV)
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent 
all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. 

Interruption…



Two stories intertwined

Jairus and daughter

•12 year old daughter

•Jairus falls at Jesus’ feet

•No doctor can heal his 
daughter

•Culturally Unclean by 
death

Broken woman

•Sick for 12 years

•The woman will fall at 
Jesus’ feet

•Doctors have failed to 
heal her

•Culturally Unclean by 
illness



Luke 8:43-48 (NRSV)
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent 
all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. She 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, 
and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. 



Questions

•Who needs rescuing?

–She lived in virtual exile and became poor 
due to her illness

•What is the context of our rescuing?

–She had to brave the thorny crowd

–She knew it was wrong to be there, to do 
this (ceremonially unclean)

–She was desperate!



Luke 8:43-48 (NRSV)
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent 
all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. She 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, 
and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus 
asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, 
“Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you.” 
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; for I noticed that 
power had gone out from me.”



Then Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, 
Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and press in 
on you.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; for I 
noticed that power had gone out from me.”

What is Jesus doing?

•Did he really lack the information?

•Is Jesus a wall socket that you merely 
plug into?

•Everyone saw that lots of people were 
touching Jesus. Did they lack physical 
ailments? 



Then Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, 
Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and press in 
on you.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; for I 
noticed that power had gone out from me.”

What is Jesus doing?

•Jesus’ ministry to the WHOLE woman starts 
here. 

–She was already healed, he could have left it at 
that. She got what she wanted.

•There is a bigger salvation and wholeness 
that Jesus is seeking and inviting her into 
than just her resolution of her physical or 
social problem. 



Luke 8:43-48 (NRSV)
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent 
all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. She 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, 
and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus 
asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, 
“Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you.” 
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; for I noticed that 
power had gone out from me.” When the woman saw that 
she could not remain hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before him, she declared in the presence of 
all the people why she had touched him, and how she had 
been immediately healed. 



The woman’s journey to Jesus 
beyond her need

•Jesus had healed her body, now he’s 
looking to heal her heart

•All it took was a confession of her 
neediness and her meek, feeble, stab at 
faith in him…



Luke 8:43-48 (NRSV)
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent 
all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. She 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, 
and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus 
asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, 
“Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you.” 
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; for I noticed that 
power had gone out from me.” When the woman saw that 
she could not remain hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before him, she declared in the presence of 
all the people why she had touched him, and how she had 
been immediately healed. He said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has made you well; go in peace.”



What is Jesus’ Response?

Luke 8:48 (NRSV)
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
go in peace.”

Luke 8:21 (NRSV)
But he said to them, “My mother and my brothers are 
those who hear the word of God and do it.”



What is Jesus’ Response?

Luke 8:48 (NRSV)
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
go in peace.”

Luke 8:48 
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you; go 
in peace.”



What is Jesus’ Response?

Luke 8:48 (NRSV)
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
go in peace.”

Luke 8:48 
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you; go 
in peace.”

Peace = Shalom: full flourishing of life as God intended. 
She is restored to health, restored to community, 
restored to “life”. 



Questions

•Who needs rescuing?

•What is the context of our rescuing?

•What is the pre-condition required for 
our rescuing?

•What must we ultimately be rescued 
from? 



Luke 8:49-56 (NRSV)
While he was still speaking, someone came from the 
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the teacher any longer.”

Oh yeah, I forgot…



We’ve seen this word before 
in Luke as well…

While he was still speaking, someone came from the leader’s 
house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the 
teacher any longer.”

Luke 7:6 (NRSV)
And Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from 
the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, 
do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof;



The Thorny World

•Jesus is choked by the crowd

•The woman is shamed by the crowd

•The messenger comes out and says 
“Jesus can’t save your daughter now, 
he’s too late…”

–But didn’t a pagan man come to Jesus in 
faith use this same word to express his 
surprising belief? 



Luke 8:49-56 (NRSV)
While he was still speaking, someone came from the 
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, 
he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be 
saved.”



Luke 8:49-56 (NRSV)
While he was still speaking, someone came from the 
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, 
he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be 
saved.”

Jesus knows the thorns, the 
tricks, the excuses, the doubt, 

he won’t be put off…



Luke 8:49-56 (NRSV)
While he was still speaking, someone came from the 
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, 
he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be 
saved.”

Jairus is being invited INTO belief 
BEFORE he his daughter is saved. 

The woman was invited INTO 
deeper belief AFTER she was 

saved.



Luke 8:49-56 (NRSV)
While he was still speaking, someone came from the 
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, 
he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be 
saved.” When he came to the house, he did not allow 
anyone to enter with him, except Peter, John, and 
James, and the child’s father and mother. They were all 
weeping and wailing for her; but he said, “Do not weep; 
for she is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at 
him, knowing that she was dead. 

The thorny weeds are consistent and persistent!



Echoes of the previous raising

They were all weeping and wailing for her; but he said, 
“Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.” And they 
laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.

Luke 7:12-13 (NRSV)
As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had 
died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only 
son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large 
crowd from the town. When the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”



Luke 8:49-56 (NRSV)
While he was still speaking, someone came from the 
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, 
he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be 
saved.” When he came to the house, he did not allow 
anyone to enter with him, except Peter, John, and 
James, and the child’s father and mother. They were all 
weeping and wailing for her; but he said, “Do not weep; 
for she is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at 
him, knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the 
hand and called out, “Child, get up!” Her spirit returned, 
and she got up at once. Then he directed them to give 
her something to eat. Her parents were astounded; but 
he ordered them to tell no one what had happened.



The unclean makes contact 
with Jesus, not making Jesus 

unclean, but making the 
unclean whole, again.

But he took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get up!” 
Her spirit returned, and she got up at once. Then he 
directed them to give her something to eat. (Invitation to 
the table: In Luke banquet = celebration of God)

She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his 
clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.



Questions

•Who needs rescuing?

•What is the context of our rescuing?

•What is the pre-condition required for 
our rescuing?

•What must we ultimately be rescued 
from? 



Parable of the sower played out
Jesus tells us the same thing over 

and over and over again.

Luke 8:4-8 (NRSV)
When a great crowd gathered and people from town 
after town came to him, he said in a parable: “A sower 
went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on 
the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air 
ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it 
withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew with it and choked it. Some fell into 
good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.” 
As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears to 
hear listen!”



Parable of the sower played out

•Satan has been picking away

–Jairus, the synagogue ruler is reduced to 
desperation

–A broken woman reaches out in quiet 
desperation

–A 12 year old child is robbed of life hardly 
before it begins



Parable of the sower played out

•Some are quickly excited but fall away

–The crowd begins in eager anticipation of 
Jesus’ return

–The crowd will try to choke Jesus’ progress

–The crowd will mock and laugh Jesus as 
anticipation turns to doubt, denial and 
mockery (anticipating the cross)



Parable of the sower played out

•Thorns come up to choke

–The crowd attempts to choke Jesus

–The crowd shames the woman

–The crowd and the messenger attempt to 
turn away Jesus on his errand



Parable of the sower played out

•But the Word of God will not be 
fruitless!

–The woman goes from fear and shame to a 
daughter of God, saved, restored, entering 
the peace/shalom of God!

–The synagogue ruler brings Jesus into his 
home and his daughter is saved, restored, 
and a table is set before her in the 
presence of his enemies!



Questions

•Who needs rescuing?

•What is the context of our rescuing?

•What is the pre-condition required for 
our rescuing?

•What must we ultimately be rescued 
from? 



Who needs rescuing?

•We all do, here and now, continually

•Those who imagine they don’t will 
experience it someday. 

•The more ignorant you are of your 
situation, the more in need of rescuing 
you are.



Context of our rescuing?

•Everything around us impedes, blocks, 
gets in the way

•This world says to us again and again

–God won’t save you so

•Grab what good you can anyway you can

•or

•Implode into a pit of anger and despair



Pre-condition for our rescue

•Notice I didn’t say “qualification”

–None are “qualified” for rescue. We are all 
need, and have no resource

•Why so few?

–The pre-condition is our absolute 
neediness and the acknowledgment that 
we are out of resources and have no 
qualifications.



What must we be rescued 
from?

•Everyone in this story only received a 
temporary reprieve, yet Jesus declares 
them “saved”. 

–The salvation they received was a sign of a 
bigger rescue, a bigger peace, a bigger 
deliverance that they were receiving but 
didn’t fully understand. 



You are in need

•You are dying, every day

•The world is dying, every day

•Everything you have you will lose, it is 
only a matter of mere, inevitable time

•The thing causing you panic today if 
resolved will be replaced by another 
tomorrow.



Your context

•Many say are in denial or say “I can 
handle it OK on my own!” 

•Many say “just have fun” or “get what 
you can now” but they are not offering 
the answer to what you heart is crying 
out for? 

–Permanence, beauty, goodness, love, 
security, all in a more-real, restored 
universe that will never pass away.



Precondition?

•You have nothing to offer, nothing to 
qualify yourself, nothing to contribute.

•All you have is need, start with that. It 
is the only thing. 

–Your hands must be empty to receive.



Believe, and your salvation 
begins today

•If you see that he has saved you, and it 
comes from him, not based on what 
you do, it cannot be taken away

–Peace, joy, gratitude

•The extreme makeover of your heart 
begins today.

–You will have resources against anxiety, 
envy, resentment, anger, control issues



Have faith, only believe

•It is not the power of your faith that 
saves you

–The strength of your faith does impact 
your experience of peace and trust

•It is the power of the object of your 
faith that is important


